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important battles, three genealogical tables, and an exceptionally fine 
index. — Alfred W. Wishart. 

Zur Theorie des christlichen Dogmas. Von Georg Lasson, Pfarrer 
in Friedersdorf (Mark). (Berlin : R. Gaertners Verlagsbuchhandlung, 
1897; pp. iv-l-123; M. 2.80.) In this book of three chapters the 
author treats of the historical relation between science and dogma, 
Christian truth and dogma, the conception of dogma. In the first he 
considers scholasticism and Protestant orthodoxy, the Aufkldrung and 
modern orthodoxy, and the dogmatic problem of the present ; in the 
second, the faith of the subject and Christian certainty, Christian faith 
and ecclesiastical dogma, and the development of dogma; and in the 
third, the ecclesiastical character, the practical purpose, and the specu- 
lative nature of dogma. Lasson tells us that he is sustained in this 
work by two convictions : the one is that of the indestructible vital 
force and the unconquerable hold on truth of Christian dogma ; the 
other is that of the unlimited supremacy of scientific thought within 
the total region of scientific activity. To accord to each its right, to 
estimate the worth of each, and to mediate between the two — this is 
the worthy aim of the author, worthily carried through. If it be 
not so brilliant, it is more compact and thoughtful than a similar 
book by Sabatier, entitled, in English, The Vitality of Dogma. 
— Conditional Immortality. A Help to Skeptics. A series of letters 
addressed by Professor Sir G. G. Stokes, Bart., to James Marchant. 
(London: James Nisbet & Co., 1897; pp. 93; is.) These letters are 
an endeavor to help the skeptic who cannot become a Christian 
because he thinks the "dogma of endless torments" is an article of 
faith once delivered to the saints. The intention is, accordingly, 
good ; but the argument is characterized by the questionable presup- 
positions, the strained exegesis, the arbitrary literalism, and the logical 
fallacy of an ambiguous middle, which have ever foredoomed this 
movement in theology to failure. The reduction of empirical man to 
an animal in the interest of the fatherliness of God (which is done by 
the school, all denials to the contrary), is so opposed to present con- 
ceptions of the dignity of human nature that it is not likely to make 
much headway in the near future. Moreover, it is a fundamental error 
in the tendency to suppose that man's moral ruin and salvation are 
ontological instead of ethical. — The Christ of God. The Rationale of 
the Deity of Jesus Christ. By Charles H. Mann. (New York: G P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1897 ; pp. 118; $1.) The author suggestively, if at times 
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somewhat fancifully, and at all times without appeal to Scripture, con- 
tends for an attitude to traditional doctrine of the church similar to that 
of science to the Ptolemaic astronomy. The shivering of Ptolemy's 
sphere broke the shell that cut man off from knowledge of the bound- 
less creation. The creed of Christendom today is the same as ten 
centuries ago. These spheres hedge the average Christian's ideas of 
God and of the spiritual life. The world must attain to a Christianity 
commensurate with its science. As the old interpretation of the 
natural sky has been displaced by a better, so must it be yet with the 
spiritual sky. As on the basis of sense-impression we know nature, so 
on the basis of Jesus, image of God, do we gain a knowledge of God 
corresponding to our knowledge of the material universe. The 
point of the book is in the following sentence: "By a humanity 
which God assumed from man in the spiritual unfolding of the 
race, and which in the form of an historical man could be brought 
within the field of human vision ; and by the divinely significant life 
which that man led on the earth, an image of God has been begotten 
and born in human history, and is forever fixed as an eternal Sun in 
man's spiritual sky, that He might through all time declare God whom 
no man hath seen." The author puts aside " the unscriptural and 
inconceivable idea of two equal, divine persons related from eternity 
as Father and Son, which has been taught in orthodox theology." — 
Das Christentum und Nietzsches Herrnmoral. Ein Vortrag. Von 
Professor D. Julius Kaftan. (Berlin: Georg Nauck, 1897 ; pp. 24; 
M. 0.50.) The contention of Nietzsche, a pathetic personality ever 
on the borderland between genius and insanity, the latter finally 
gaining the upper hand, is that the principles of Christian-democratic 
neighbor-morality do not pervade so-called Christian people ; that if 
primitive Christian ideals really prevailed, they would lead with abso- 
lute certainty, not only to economic ruin, but to the disappearance of 
a people from the surface of the earth. He seeks to vindicate egotism 
against altruism, the pagan gentleman-morality against the Christian 
servant-morality. The widespread interest of the Germans in his 
works — as popular in Germany as Quo Vadis in this country — stirred 
Kaftan, a lifelong acquaintance of Nietzsche, to a public lecture, 
in which he gave the psycho-genetic history and exposition, and 
also a decisive refutation, of this new paganism. It is a noble 
vindication of the morality of love, self-sacrifice, and spiritual 
discipline as aid thereto, in opposition to that of selfishness, world- 
love, and self-indulgence. Now that so many of Nietzsche's works 
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are- translated into English, it would be a genuine service to the 
public were someone to give us a translation also of Kaftan's Vortrag. 
— The Theology of Luther, in its Historical Development and Inner 
Harmony. By Dr. Julius Kostlin, Professor and Consistorialrath at 
Halle ; translated, from the second German edition, by Rev. Charles E. 
Hay, A.M. ; complete in two volumes. (Philadelphia: Lutheran Pub- 
lishing Society; $4.50, net.) Dr. Kostlin is universally acknowledged 
as the foremost student of Luther in the world. In this work he does 
not content himself with contemplation of the outward aspects of 
Luther's life, but notes the germination of those great initial concep- 
tions which gave direction and form to all the subsequent thought of 
the reformer, and marks the natural stages of development by which 
this seed-thought grew until it covered the whole field of theological 
truth. Thus the book presents the inner life and the doctrine of 
Luther before the indulgence controversy ; his great reformatory tes- 
timony from the promulgation of the ninety-five theses until the diet 
at Worms ; points in which the advance is manifest in the doctrine of 
Luther after his retirement at Wartburg ; then the doctrinal views of 
Luther presented in systematic order. This task, which the author set 
himself, was so admirably accomplished in his exhaustive work, pub- 
lished in 1863, that scarcely an effort has been since made to traverse 
the same field of inquiry. But the purpose of this note is to call 
attention to the translation, not to review the book. In its English 
dress it is clear and readable. Mr. Hay, the translator, has placed all 
students under deep obligation to him. — George B. Foster. 

The Facts and the Faith, a Study in the Rationalism of the Apos- 
tles' Creed. By Beverley E. Warner, D.D., Rector of Trinity Church, 
New Orleans, La. (New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1897; pp. 243; 
$1.25.) This book is placed at a disadvantage by its make-up. The 
pages repel the eye by excessive paragraphing, and the table of con- 
tents is so constructed as to be entirely unhelpful. It is an earnest 
book, sincerely and vigorously directed by the author to the confirma- 
tion of Christian faith. The faith that he seeks to maintain and 
extend is that of a liberal Christian who is not afraid of advanced con- 
clusions, a broad-churchman who holds the statements of the apos- 
tles' creed and interprets them in the light of modern thought. He 
follows the order of the creed in his arrangement of topics, and takes 
its sentences for his texts. Whether he would seriously argue that 
the creed properly contains all that he seems to draw from it may, 



